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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on January 
6, 2010 has been entered. 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1 4 recites 
"at least one tub extending" in line 5. "tub" appears to be a spelling error. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 97-99 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schulman (3,990,874). Schulman discloses a connector for connecting a preform 
comprising a plurality of holes to a pressure source, the connector comprising two 
chambers, wherein each chamber is arranged to mate with a plurality of holes of a 
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preform and each chamber is capable of being connected to different pressure sources 
(figures 1 and 2, co. 3 line 62 to col. 4 line 1). 

4. Regarding claim 99, the chambers comprises apertures capable of receiving 
ends of tubes of a preform such that the tubes terminate in the apertures (figure 2). 

5. Regarding claim 1 08, the connector is arranged to receive tubes of different 
lengths (figure 2). 

6. Regarding claim 1 09, the width of the aperture through which the tubes (10, 11, 
1 2) passes into in the chamber is larger than the diameter of the individual tubes. 

7. Claim 1 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Presby 
(WO 82/03345). Presby discloses a connector comprising a plurality of sections (i.e. 
15, 16) arranged in a stack extending in a longitudinal direction from a first end to a 
second end, each section comprising a chamber, a passage ( i.e. 25, 26) in fluid 
communication with said chamber, and at least one hole (i.e. 33, 32), wherein the hole 
of a section is arranged to provide access to a chamber of that section for at least one 
tube (11) extending longitudinally from the first end of the stack through to the section, 
said passage being connectable to an external pressure controller so that the chambers 
of the different sections can be pressurized to a different pressure (figures 1-2, 6, & 8, 
page 2-3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1 04 and 115-116 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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9. Claims 1 1 1 -1 1 2 and 1 1 7 are allowed. 

1 0. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. The prior art fails to disclose a connector capable of connecting to tubes of 
microstructured fiber preform, the connector comprising of chambers that are stacked, 
wherein each chamber comprising holes for allowing the tubes of a preform to pass 
through and are connectable to a pressure source. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 97, 1 1 and 114 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to QUEENIE DEHGHAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571-272-1 189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Queenie Dehghan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



